Survey of recall systems in dental hygiene programs.
A nationwide survey of the United States' 198 dental hygiene educational programs was conducted to determine the existence and type of clinical recall systems in the educational setting. Several factors contributing to recall systems were examined including program demographics, type and administration of the recall system, and patient acquisition and distribution. Responses were received from 177 educational programs, yielding a response rate of 89.4%. Approximately 85% of the programs responding utilize a recall system. Results indicate that the majority of programs do not employ a specific type of recall format. Preferred combinations of key individuals responsible for the administrative duties associated with the recall system include the clinic supervisor, students, and/or program secretary. Distribution of recall patients to students as needed, with variable intervals for recall, is promoted by the majority of respondents.